
“Don’t Forget To Remember Dad” 

  
            “When James IV of Scotland was a boy, he stood in arms against his father.  All his manhood 
was one long bitter penance for that sin.  In memory of it he wore under his robes an iron belt, and to 
that belt he added every year a new link, that his repentance might be heavier every year of his life.”  F. 
W. Farrar 

  
            If I were writing today about forgiveness, I would be quick to point out that the blood of Jesus 
Christ can wipe away the remorse James IV was going through, and iron belts long enough to wrap this 
planet twice over again could never bring him forgiveness.  What I want to discuss with you however, is 
that some regret often comes to those of us who have lost a father.  No matter how “good” a kid people 
say we were to our Dad, we could easily point out ways and things we could have done differently. 
  
            With this list I give you I don’t mean to be adding a link to an iron belt, but rather a learning 
experience we could all profit from.  I would like to list some things I would be sure to do if my father 
were alive. 
  
I..      I would write more often. 
            I’ve talked to people who have declared bankruptcy.  Explanations have been given as to why 
they went bankrupt such as over extended credit, business gambles that went sour, expectations from 
business partners that were not fulfilled, and so on.  I have never heard any one say I became financially 
unstable from the purchase of a 37 cent stamp.  It doesn’t take much money and it doesn’t take much 
time - so write Dad. 
             
II..   I would call for more casual conversation. 
            So often I found myself calling Dad only for advice.  Although I did it from time to time I wish 
there were more times I called just to say “Hello, you were in my thoughts” , or just “I miss you.” 

  
III.. I would never miss or be late in remembering Father’s Day, Birthday, Anniversary or any other 

occasion that was special to him.. 
            My mother told me of a time she related to Dad that I was tardy with my well wishing on a 
special date.  She said he replied, “He didn’t forget me, he’s just busy.”  I’m glad he understood at those 
times, but it would have been best if I would slow down from my business to remember to be on time 
with Happy Father’s Day and every other special occasion. 
  
              - Bro. Pope -    

  
Ten Commandments of a Successful Father 

  
Thou shalt hold no other group more important than the family unit, in all they ways being faithful to it. 
Thou shalt teach thy sons and daughters to love, respect and obey their parents. 
Thou shalt be a loving and considerate husband. 
Thou shalt not speak in a manner unbecoming to a Christian gentleman. 
Thou shalt, by example, make Sunday a special day set aside for God and for worship as a family. 
Thou shalt provide for thy family - spiritually and physically - in an adequate manner. 
Thou shalt promote and lead family worship in thy home. 
Thou shalt be honest in all thy dealings. 
Thou shalt respect the desires and freedoms of thy family as individuals. 
Thou shalt be the head of thy household, while ruling it with love. 
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